Carol C. Schulley


Would You Like Paper or Plastic??

PA Standards
11.1.9A Analyze current conservation practices and their effect on future renewable
and non-renewable resources.
• Refuse
• Reduce
• Reuse
• Recycle

Objectives:
TSWBAT:
1. Identify the personal pros and cons of using either paper or plastic grocery bags.
2. Identify the environmental impact of using either paper or plastic grocery bags.
3. Evaluate various options to use instead of either paper or plastic grocery bags.
4. Brainstorm ways that states can limit usage of either paper or plastic grocery bags.

Materials Needed:
1. Two large poster boards taped at the lengthwise seam.
2. One paper grocery bag.
3. One plastic grocery bag.
4. Masking tape.
5. Glue sticks.
6. Construction paper of various colors.
7. Printer paper.
8. Scissors.
9. Narrow markers.
10. Student computers.

Method:
1. Teacher will write on the white board: Would You Like Paper or Plastic??
2. Students will offer pros and cons of what they know about using paper or plastic.
3. Students will be informed that they are doing the research for information to be put on poster boards placed in the showcase. The project will be assessed for clarity of information, visual appeal, and neatness.
4. One student will be assigned to tape the poster boards together so they can stand open at an angle in the showcase. He/she will then attach Velcro to the boards and Velcro to a paper bag and to a plastic bag. He/she will then Velcro one bag to each board.
5. Students will be put into groups and asked to research (using the Internet or the handouts) the following questions:
a. How many paper/plastic bags are used in the US each year?
b. How long does it take a paper/plastic bag to disintegrate in a landfill?
c. What raw materials are used to manufacture paper/plastic bags?
d. Using one paper/plastic bag is equal to what?
e. What is the cost environmentally (air pollution, water pollution, energy cost to bring the product to stores)?
f. What can be done to limit paper/plastic bag use?
g. What are some countries or US states doing about paper/plastic bag use?
6. Students will summarize their information and write it on plain white paper.
7. These will be glued to colored paper pieces that will then be glued to the poster boards surrounding the paper and plastic bags. Students will decide the best layout to get their information across to the viewer.
8. The board will be taken around the classroom, each student will read one of the bytes of information. Discussion will follow regarding the best choice between paper and plastic, or the best choice of all, reusable cloth bags.

ovectves

o

St il oemed ot ey e dig bttt

v et e
e . e e Ve




